Evaluation of polymerase chain reaction-restriction enzyme analysis of mycobacteria cultured in BACTEC 12B bottles.
Polymerase chain reaction with restriction enzyme analysis (PRA) was first tested on 15 reference strains and 50 subcultured clinical isolates of mycobacteria according to the reference algorithm by Telenti et al [1]. Next, we evaluated the application of this method to 108 isolates from liquid media (BACTEC 12B). Of them, 15 M. tuberculosis complex and 81 mycobacteria other than tuberculosis (MOTT) had comparable results with both PRA and the BACTEC 460 TB systems. However, seven M. tuberculosis complex and three potentially pathogenic MOTT were identified by PRA rather than the BACTEC TB system. PRA seems to be an efficient method for the identification of mycobacteria to the species level and a good aid to detect potentially pathogenic mycobacteria, especially in mixed mycobacterial cultures.